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g Oral nuch as in awell-governed and Chriftian Commonw ealth, Matters concerning Religion and the Honour of God ought to be in the firft

pla ¢ tobe taken into ferious confideration, and endeavoured to be fettled. Be it therefore Ordained and Ena&ed by the Right Honourable

CAECILINS Lord Baron of Baltemore, abfolute Lord and Proprietary of this Province, with the Advice and Confent of the Upper and

Lower Houle ofthis General Affembly, That whatfoever perfon or perfons within this Province and the Iflands thereunto belonging, fhall

fro.n henceforth blafpheme G O D, that is curfe him ; or (hall deny our Saviour JESUS CHR15T tobethsSonof Gods orfhall deny

the Holy Trinity,the Father, Son, & 1 ly Ghoft; or the Godhcad of any of the faid ThreePerfons of the Trinity,or the Unity oftthodhead,.
or fhall ufe or urrer any reproachful fpceches, words, or language, concerning the Holy Trinity, or any of the faid three Perfons thereof, {hall be pu-
nithed wich death, and confifcation or forfeiturc of all his or her Lands and Goods to the Lord Proprietary and his Hetrs. )

And be itallo ena&ted by the Authority. and with the advice and affent aforefaid, That whatfocver perfon or perlons fhall from heaceforth uic or utter
any reproachful words or fpeeches concerning the bleffed Virgin M.4R 2 the Mother of our Saviour, or the holy Apoftles or Evangelifts, cr any of them,
fhall in fuch cafe for the firit Offence forfeit to the faid Lord Proprietary and his Heirs, I.ords and Proprietaries of this Province, the fum of Five pounds
Ster)ing, or the value thercof tobe levied on the goods and chattels ot every fuch perfon fo offending ; butin cafe fuch offender or offenders fhall not then
bave goods and chattels fufficient for the fatisfying cf fuch torfeiture, or that the fame be not otherw: fe fpeedily fatisfied, that then fuch offender or offend-
ers fhall be publickly whipt, and be imprifoncd during the p'eafure of the Lord Proprictary, or the Licutenant or Chicf Governor of this Province for the
time being : And that every fuch offender and offenders for every fecond offznce fhall forfeit Ten Pounds Sterfing, or the value thereof tobe levied as afore-
faid; orin cafe fuch offender or offenders fhall not then have goods and chattels wichin this Province fufficient for that purpolt, thento be publickly and’
feverely whipt and imprifoncd as before is cxprefled : and thatevery perfon or perfons before mentioned, offending herein thethird time, fhall for fuch.
third offence, forfeit all his lands and goods, and be for ever banifht and expelled out of this Province.
~ Andbeitalfo further Enafted by the fame Authority, advice,and aifent, That whatfoever perfon or perfons fhail from henceforth upon any occafion of
offence, or otherwife ina reproachful manner or way, declare, call, or denominare, an y perfon or perfons whatfoever, inhabiring, refiding, trafiicking, tra-
ding,or commercing within thisProvince,or within any the Ports,Harbours,Creeks orliivens to the fame belonging,an Heretick,Schifmatick,Idolater,Pu-
ritan,Prcsbytcrian,Indepcndan’t,Popilh?rieﬂ’,]cfuir,]cl'uitcd Papiﬂ,[.mhcran,Calvinit},Anabaptiﬂ,Browni(’t,Barrowi!’t‘,AmxponuaD;Roun.dbcad,sepa.ratlﬂ:

.. orother name ortermina reprcachfull manner relating to imatter ot Religion,fhall for every fuch offence forfeitand lofe thefum of Ten fhillings Sterling,or.
the value thereof, to be levied of the goods and chatzells of every fuch offender and offenders, the one halfthereof to be forfeited and paiduntothe cerfon& .
perions ot whom fuch reproachful wordsare, or fhall be fj:cken or uttcred, and the other halfthercofto the Lord Fropricrary and his Heirs, Lords and Pro-
prietaries of thisProvince : Butif fuch perfon or perfons who fhallat any timeutteer or fpeak any fuch reproachful words or larnguagc, fhall not have goods-
or chattels fufficientand overe within this Province tobetaken to fatisty the enalty aforefaid, or that'the fame be not otherwifc fpecdily fatisfied,thar then

-the perfon and perfons f offending fhall be publickly whipt, and fhall fuffer imprifonment without Bail or Mainprife untill he, fhe, or they, refpe&ively,
fhallfatisfie the party offended or grieved by fuch reproachtull Language, by asking him or her refpelively forgivenefs publickly, for fuch his oSence,
bzfore the Magiftratc or chict Officer or Ofizers of the Town or place where {uch offence fhall be given.

And be further likewifc cnalted by the authority and corfent aforefuid, thatevery perfon and perfons within this Province, that fhallatany time hereaf-
ter prophane the Sabbath, or Lords day, called Sunday, by frequent {wearing, drunkennefs, or by any uncivil or difordcrly Recreation, or Ly werking on
thacday when abfolute neceflity doth not require, thali for every fuch firft offence forfeit two fhillings fix pence Sterling, or the value thercof; ard forthe
fecond offence five fhillings Sterling. or the value thercof ; and for the third offence, and for every time hc fhall offend in like manneratierwards, Ten fhil-

. lings Sterling, or the valuethereof; and in cafe fuch of:nder or oTenders Mhall not have fufficient goods or chattels within this Province to fatisfy any of

- theaforefaid penalties refpe&tively hercby impofed for prophaning the Sabbath or Lords day called Sunday as aforefaid,then inevery fuch cafe the party {o
offending fhall for the firlt and fecond oence in that kind be imprifoned tili he or fhe fhall publickly in open Court before the chief Commander, Judge or
Magiftrate of that County, Town, or Precin@ wherein (uch ofence fhall be committed, acknowledge the fcandal and offcnce he hath inthat refpet given,
againft God, and the good and ciyil Government of this Province : and for the third offence and for every time after fhall alfo be publickly whipt.

And whereas the inforcing of the Confeience in mateer of Religion hath frequendly fallen out to be of dangerous confequence in thofc Commonwecalths
where it hath been pralifed, and for the more quiet and peaceable Government of this Province, and the better to preferve mutual love & unity amongt the -
Inhabitants here, Be it therefore alo by the Lord Proprictary with the advice and affent of this Affembly, ordained and enacted, exceptasinthisprefent AG —

— 1s before declared and fet forth, that no perfon or perfons whatfoever within this Province, or the Iflands, Ports, Harbors, Creeks, or Havens thereunto be-
Jonging, profeffing to believe iP_jcﬁns Chrift, fhall from henccforth be any ways troubled, molefted, or difcountenanced, for, orinrefpeé of hisor her Re-
ligion nor in the frec exercife thercof within this Province or the Taids therednto belonging, nor any wIDell’d to the belief or exercife cf any otherRe-

~ligionagainft his or her conlent, foas they be not untaithfull to the Lord Proprfétary, ormoleft or confpire againit the civil Government, cftabliflied or to be
eftablifbed in this Province under himand his Heirs. And that all and every perfon and perfons that fhall prelume contrary tothis A&t and the true intent &
meaning thereofdiredtly or indiretly,either in perfon or eftate,wiliully to wrong,diftarb,or trouble,or moleft any perfon or perfons what{cever within this

— Province,profefling to be believein Jefus Chirift, for or in refpect of his or herReligion,or the free exercife thereof within thisProvince,otherwife then is pro-

vided for inthis AQ, that fuch perfon or perfons fo offending fhall be compcellec to pay treble damages tothe party fo wronged or molefted,and for every fuch

offence fhall alfo forfeit Twenty fhillings Sterling in Money,or the value there)f half thereof for the ufe of the LordProprictary and his Heigs,Lords and Pro-
prictaries of this Province, and the other half thereof for the uft of the Party fo wronged or molefted as aforefaid; or if the party {o ochndin{as aforefzid, fhall
refufe or be unable to recompence the party fo wronged, or to fatisfy fuch fine arforfeiture then fuch offender fhall be feverely punifhed by, publick whipping -
and imprifonment during the pleafure of the Lord Proprictary or his Lieutenant or chief Governor of this Province for the time being, without Bail or

Mainprife. .
Ang be it furtheralfo enaéted by theauthority and confent aforefaid,that ¢ 1e Sheriffor other Officer or Officers from time to time to béappointed and ‘du-+

thorized for that purpofe of the County, Town,or Precint where every particular offence in this prefent AG contained,(ball happen atapy tume to be com-

mitted,and whercupon there is hereby a forfeiture,fine,or penalty impofed,fha | from time to time diftrain,and feize the goods and eftate Stevery fuch perfon
fooffending as aforefaid againt this prefent AG or any part thereof,and fell th fame orany part thereof for the full fatisfaltion of fuch forfeiture, ﬁ‘:lce, cr
fenaley as aforefaid, reftoring to the party fo offending, the remainder or oves plus of the faid goods or eftate, after fuch fatisfaltionfo made as aforefaid.




